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When I was 9 years old, I saw my first dead body. 

It was my French teacher. We lived in England at 

the time and her body was taken to a small chapel 

directly across the country road where we lived. I 

wanted to go and see her since there were many 

secrets as to why she died so suddenly. Her body 

lay in state in a simple pine casket draped with 

whitewhite chiffon. She looked bride-like in her white 

satin dress with white flowers adorning her head. 

Candles and a sliver of sunlight through the 

window above the altar were all that illuminated 

the space. This experience affected me deeply as it 

was so beautiful, natural and so notfrightening. 

Director’s Statement



of absolute vulnerability and love, and hopefully learn to face any fears I 

may have around the subject of death. 

My hope for this film is that it will get others talking about death, so that 

it is no longer a taboo subject, to be feared and avoided. Death is as natural 

as birth and if we can learn to face it, embrace it, and approach it with love 

and compassion, we may be blessed to find the beauty that it holds.

I am intrigued by real people, so documentaries 

seem like a perfect place to explore human stories. 

We are an interesting species, almost always 

putting a great deal of thought into our choices. 

When it comes to death, however, many people 

don't want to talk about it, as if talking about it 

makes it happen, as if even thinking about it will 

bringbring about the inevitable event even sooner. 

When Heidi Boucher approached me to co-direct 

this film about people and how they deal with loss 

of a loved one, how they care for the person when 

they have died, I was grateful. It would allow me to 

be in their private world, during intimate moments

Co-Director’s Statement
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Ruby Sketchley

Co-Producer, Co-Director

ForFor the past five years Ruby may be 

better known as an actor but she 

began her production career over 25 

years ago in England working as a 

Production Assistant, Producer, 

Director and Writer. She has worked 

on feature films, shorts, music 

videos,videos, documentaries, industrials 

and television. As a 

director/producer her awards include 

Best Program Music Video 2008, 2009, 

and Independent Music Video, Runner 

Up 2010, Sacramento Film and Music 

Festival. In 2007 her short film, Five 

Down,Down, was a top 10 finalist in a 

competition sponsored by ThinkSync 

Films and Raindance

Heidi Boucher

Producer, Writer, Director

Ms.Ms. Boucher has been involved in the 

film and television industry for over 

20 years in Oregon and California as 

part of several award winning feature 

films, short films, music videos, 

commercials, industrials and 

educational videos. She has produced, 

directed,directed, written and designed. 

Heidi’s eye for detail and experience 

in many facets of production have 

given her the tools needed to create 

visually interesting pieces that not 

only deliver the client’s message but 

help them stand apart.

Other projects currently in 

pre-production include a 

documentary that has taken her to 

Germany to interview Holocaust 

survivors. She prides herself in 

pulling together solid teams for 

outstanding project outcomes both 

technically and visually.technically and visually.

Project awards include Telly, 2nd and 

3rd place, Best Music Video, 

Sacramento Film and Music Festival, 

and several national film festivals, 

Official Selections for short films. In 

addition to her production work, Ms. 

Boucher has over 25 years experience 

as a home death care guide.as a home death care guide.



David (Sketch) Sketchley

Editor

DavidDavid ‘Sketch’ Sketchley began his 

film career in London, in the mid 80s 

cutting TV commercials and music 

videos on film and tape. An early user 

of non-linear editing systems he has 

over 20 years experience with Avid 

Media Composer.

MovingMoving to California in the mid 90s he 

worked in Los Angeles extensively on 

music videos and music oriented long 

format sports and entertainment 

shows for TV. Now based in 

Sacramento, he has, for the last 

decade, worked on all forms of long 

andand short format projects tending 

more toward independent feature 

projects and documentaries. He has 

been the recipient of multiple awards 

for television commercials and music 

videos as an editor and director.

Brian Hamm

Director of Photography

BrianBrian Hamm has been working as a 

Director of Photography since 1999. 

Brian began with a degree in Audio 

Post Production and ventured his way 

onto set as a Production Assistant, 

then to a Grip, a Best Boy and 

eventually picked up a camera to shoot 

short films and music videos.short films and music videos.

Brian understands the value of his 

supportive local crew to achieve the 

highest production quality and while 

making set-ups efficient to enhance 

creativity. With experience in many 

formats such as film, high definition, 

red, and DSLR, he has developed the 

skillsskills to create a supportive look to 

suit any project.

Awards include “Best Cinematography” 

at the Sacramento International Film 

Festival, Regional “Emmy Award” for 

Idea Factory, “Best Documentary” at 

the Honolulu International Film 

Festival, as well as several film 

festival “Official Selections” for short 

films, documentaries and features.films, documentaries and features.

Brian’s talent has allowed him to build 

a network of clients who have 

continued to bring him new 

opportunities throughout the years. 

His professionalism, passion and 

dedication to his craft are evident in 

his work and compliment his character 

as a DP.as a DP.



Ian Webb

Additional Camera

InIn 2008 Ian Webb began studying 

Digital Film & Video Production at 

Art Institute of Sacramento – 

California; he instantly fell in love 

with Camera Operating.In 2010, Webb 

received the “Best Cinematography 

Achievement Award” from The Art 

Institute.Institute. He has served as Camera 

Operator for two music videos, both 

of which received the ‘Best Program 

Music Video’ award at The 

Sacramento International Film 

Festival. Webb can operate a 

multitude of digital film cameras 

including,including, The Red One, Sony Ex-3 & 

Ex-1, Panasonic HPX-300, Panasonic 

HVX-200, Canon 5d, 7D & T2i.In June 

2011, Webb graduated with a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Digital 

Filmmaking and Video Production 

from The Art Institute of California, 

Sacramento.Sacramento. Presently, Webb works at 

M Entertainment in Northern 

California as a camera operator and 

finishing editor for the television 

show, “Bringing it Home”. Webb also 

works as a freelance camera operator 

and editor. He currently resides in 

Northern California.Northern California.

Derek Hallquist

Additional Camera

DerekDerek Hallquist has been behind the 

camera since he was a teenager. His 

work aired on Vermont’s WCAX when 

he was 14 years old.   A go-to shooter 

for Director Eugene Jarecki, Derek 

was Director of Photography for The 

House I Live In, which won the 2012 

GrandGrand Jury Prize for Documentary. He 

also shot extensively for Reagan, 

which won an Emmy Award in 2012. 

Derek also shot a number of  

television shows, including programs 

for Discovery networks, ABC, BBC, 

and PBS . Derek currently owns his 

productionproduction company, Green River 

Pictures, LLC, which in 2011 released 

his short documentary The Opiate 

Effect. It’s been shown in over 100 

schools, used in Rehab Clinics and is 

a part of The Library of Congress in 

Washington D.C.. Attorney General 

EricEric Holder chose the film to use in 

his national campaign for drug law. 



Daniel Boucher

Associate Producer

DanielDaniel has worked sporadically as a 

production assistant for the last six 

years, and has worked closely with 

Heidi Boucher on many projects. His 

previous experience as the owner of 

Ugly Truck Hauling has given him the 

tools to handle key administrative 

taskstasks throughout the production of In 

the Parlor. Daniel earned a Bachelor of 

Arts degree from Hampshire College in 

2012 and currently lives in Vienna, 

Austria where he is pursuing a Master’s 

degree in ecological economics.

Rachel Loshak

Singer, Songwriter, Musician

RachelRachel moved to New York City in the 

late Nineties from Suffolk, England and 

honed her songwriting craft with her 

unique ‘bass and voice’ style. Rachel 

has created four full-length LP’s: 

Firefly (2001), Mint (2003), Peach Pony 

(2005) (including a duet with Norah 

Jones)Jones) and Colors (2010). Peach Pony 

has been released in several 

international territories to critical 

acclaim. Rachel sang onstage with 

Norah Jones at the Grammy Awards in 

2003 and is featured alongside her (and 

with Jesse Harris) on the Best of the 

LivingLiving Room compilation released in 

2002. Rachel has recorded vocals with 

Moby, as well as Chris Ballew of 

Presidents Of The United States' family 

music project, Caspar Babypants on his 

album Sing Along (2011). Rachel has 

toured in The United States as well as 

internationallyinternationally to Ireland, the UK, 

France, Germany, Scandinavia and 

South Korea.After gaining extensive 

experience in the music industry as a 

touring musician, business 

administrator and creative graphic 

production designer, Rachel 

co-foundedco-founded Apple-eye Productions with 

husband Morgan Taylor to create an 

outlet for their creative projects, 

including GustaferYellowgold. They 

now live in the Catskills with their two 

sons, Harvey and Ridley.
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Beginning:

AsAs a home death care guide and working in film production, I felt that 

family directed death care needed to be shared with more people. So, in 

2005 I hired a DP and started shooting. Sadly, the footage was lost 

resulting in the immediate “death” of the project. Deciding that the timing 

was off, I put the idea to rest and began other things. It wasn’t until a close 

family friend, Ronald Patterson, creator of the original Renaissance and 

Dickens Fairs, was nearing death that I thought the time might be right to 

beginbegin again. I asked his family if I could document the days leading up to 

and after his death. On January 11, 2011 ITP began. That same year, I 

approached Ruby Sketchley of Tiny Octopus Productions and invited her to 

participate in the endeavor.

In November of that same year, Julie Kirkwood contacted me to discuss her 

end-of-life plans. Our connection was immediate and I asked Julie if she 

would be interested in being part of the film. Her enthusiasm for the idea 

was immediate. Working with Julie and her extended family over the last 

year of her life was truly a gift. Three weeks before she died, I went to visit 

her before going out of town. We discussed her end-of-life plans and what 

would happen if she should pass while I was gone. I gently teased her and 

said,said, “ If you’re gonna die, either do it within the next 24 hours or wait 

until I get home in three weeks”. Julie waited and three weeks later she 

passed away. 

Feeling the need to bring in a very different type of a scenario, I reached 

out to The Cole family. Jarrad Cole had died 4 years previously at the age 

of 17 in a sudden motorcycle accident. I had assisted the family and felt 

they would be open to sharing their experience. One of the most emotional 

times for the crew was filming the moving account of Jarrad's death. His 

father Evan sharing the tragic story was, according to him, the first time 

he had openly explained what had happened. There were no dry eyes that 

afternoon.afternoon.

Production Notes



The Team

DueDue to the nature of the topic, a team that could be sensitive and 

considerate was required. I knew from the get-go that I wanted Brian Hamm 

as DP, Robert Neely for audio and David “Sketch” Sketchley (Ruby’s 

husband and Tiny Octopus partner) as editor. Later my son Daniel was 

brought on as an associate producer. I heard Rachel Loshak, the New York 

based singer-songwriter-musician behind most of the music, in another 

film. I contacted her and she enthusiastically offered her music for us. We 

soonsoon found out we had strong connections with mutual friends on the east 

coast…there were many connections made with people where the 

circumstances were uncanny and brought a sense that we were on the right 

path and meeting the right people. Ian Webb, Derrick Hallquist (Green 

River Pictures, VT), Aaron Leong (4th Wall Productions, CA) and Erik 

Nadler (Transformer Films, NY) all contributed their skills and artistry.

Production Notes (continued)



Production

ITP was shot over the course of three years with about 25 shoot days. The 

cameras ranged from Canon 5ds to our little favorite Flip camera which was 

very handy in trying not to be too intrusive. We used only equipment that 

could easily be thrown in the car or packed in a duffle to be carried on a 

plane. We never had more than five crew at a time when shooting.

TheThe main hub for production was in our homes around the dining room 

table. Costs were covered out of  pocket, through a successful Indiegogo 

campaign, a Silent Auction and a generous donation from the Morgan 

Family Foundation. In addition, a dear friend left an unexpected gift after 

her death. 

AsAs with any production, challenges can come up at any time causing one to 

ask if it will ever get finished. The death of a family member, running out 

of money and trying to get people excited about a sad subject were a few of 

the issues faced in the midst of finishing the project. But the greatest near 

disaster was the temporary loss of all of the footage in a technical back up 

accident during editing. It was retrieved. 

TheThe interesting thing about this topic is that wherever I go, people 

immediately share their own personal experience about someone who has 

died. From the check-out lady to the screening technician helping test a 

Blu-ray. No one is immune from it and everyone wants to say something 

about it. 

Production Notes (continued)
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